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FAX (301) 713-0376
Deay Ms. Wieting:

I am writing to commant on the Navy's SURTASS LTA sonar program, &Il particular, o
criticgue what is an obvious sgubrerfuge and misieading statemenits in regard to the

i ssue of potential danger TLO humans (swimmers., snorkelaexs and divers} Aas
demonatrated in the Navy's EI3; and, in a =subseguent response Ly Joseph S. Johnsen,
the Havy's EIS progiafl manajger (Honoluly Advertszar, May 11, 2001 page “R-22",
v1sland Voiszes™ op—ed piece).

Below, I will raize what I hope you will take seriously as very troubkling signs that
the Havy's EIS {(reportedly written under conktract by Marine Acoustics, Inc. [(MAI],
as well a=, Mr. Johnson in his column, have wvisclated what citizens in a democracy
would consider MINTMAL accuracy and honesty in respouding te complaints in regaxd to
the danger to humans by this program-

Others with scientific back grounnds have challenged the usefullness, danger To the
ocean ecosystem, and offerxed viaple alternatives —— about which I 2m not an
axpert. Howaver, in the pasc, I sarved on the stalff of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
i the 6&0=, wrote the Report ©o the President and the Congress on the MLE Faderal
Holiday to Preas's Reagan, Bush and Clintoni{for the King Fed=ral Holiday Commission}
and was a staff member for Jimmy Sarter -- 3 ¥ have scme experience and knowledgs
of governmental activities and practices.-

Given the above =xperience, for reasons detailed below, ¥ have concerns that the
NMavy RIS and Mr. Johnson have not handled the <¢hris Ried case inveolving cemplaints
of injury to a diver due to a LFA sonar test off the Island of Hawaii in a proper
and straight forxward fashion which calls into guestion the trusr that they are
asking vou and citizensz teo put in them to carry out ANY spproved sonar elan in &

manner that will protect the health <of humans as well a= whales, Jdelphins and ether
occean lifTa.

I affer the following troubling facts which I would like you (and the elected
officials to whom I am sending a copy aof this letrter) to commenl Upon:

(= 17 inm the Hawvy's EIS, in the Appendl:x purporting Lo document ancd respond Lo, .
the complaints by Chris Reifd, is contained a depostion by Ms. Reid acknowleding that
she made two mistakes in her original depositicon (for & litigation associated with
the LFA sonar test on the Island of Hawali)

—— #) that she got the date she was in the water wrong -—— March 12, instead <f
March 107 and,

-— k) that she put the distance she wa=s from dolphins that she alleged were harmed
by the sonaxr abt 300 yards, rather than 300 faer.

However, on March 21, 1258 (I believe, as I raad the ELIZ =zome time ago), thrase day¥ys
afror the inltial deposition was submitted in the court case, Ms_. Reid corrected her
mixrake in a secend deposition. To suppert her oonrtantion of being in the warter o©on
Mareh 12th —— as wall as on March 1l0th == ancother deposition was submitted by the
boat capbtain of the Charxter on which Ms. Roid was a passenger verifying that =he WAS
in the water on the 12Zth. Additicnally, a Swaeedish physician who was taklng pazxi in
an ecotourism program with Ms. Reid,alseo submitted a deposition wverifying that Ms.
reid was seriocusly hamed due Lo her exposure Lo LFA sonar on March 12 based on the
physaician'™s sxamipation of Ma_. Reid after the axposura.

Although, these doocuments =ré contained in the Appendix to the EIS, the Navy and
cheir representatives who dismiss the importance and valldity of Ms=. Eailid'™=s
complaints TOTALLY IGNORE THE REVISED PDEPOSTTICN AND ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN

AS WELL &S SUPPORTING DEPOSITIONS -—-- THEREBY CIRCUM VENTING THE EWTIRE MEARHINGFUL
SUBSTANGCE OF THE COWPLAINT.

MOREOVER, the "300 yvard"” distance ig u=ad by the Havy's eXpesrt TO dismiss the
possibllity that Ms. COULD HAVE EVER OBSERVED any injury te the dolphins. This
refusal to deal with ths complaint i9 troubling, for <commoll EENSC would =xclude &
meaningful ohservaticon of ocean surface activity at 300 yards (e.g. the iength of
rhres football fields end To end to and}, and Ms. Reid correctad the distance To
200 feet (@_g. one Lfoostbhall fiald} which IS an observable distance. The fact tThat
in her tcorrected depesitlion Ms. Ried says 200 feat, rather than 100 Ifget or S0 feol
sUPPORTS, RATHER THAN LETRACTS, FROM HER CREDABILITY, AS SHE COULD HAVE ALLEGER A

CLOSER DISTANCE TO BETTER MAKE HER CASE FOR A MEANINGFUL OBSERVATION —BsUT SHE DI1ID
NOT .
o 2] The EIS response also attempled To invalidate Ms. Reid’'s complaint In

another dubicous and tetally insuffiicient mannerc by claiming that the Navy had

zataguardsed the threat TO the hezlih of swimmers, snorklers and divers prior teo the

1998 Hawaii teat by circulating warning flyvers tao all of the dive shops on the

imland of Hawaii in the wvincinity of the SURTASS LFA sonar wast. They w=wven provide
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Mo IMAL SAFETY TO SWIMMERS, DIVERS AND SHOREELERS WHO (L1IKE MS. REID AND OTHERS}
ALLEGED THAT THEY WERE SERICUSLY HARMED DDRING THE TEIT:? AND, THAT THEY HAD SEEN NO
NOTICES OF THE TEST PUBLISHED PRICE TC TIHE USE OF LFA sonax off the island of Hawaii
in March 1558. :

3ince the Navy is asking you, and the governmental agency for whom you work —- and
the taxpavers whoose tax money pays for your agency, and .the Havy —— to trust that
the Navy will follow through in a sincere, honest and compatent manner in protecting
sea life and humans who might be in the area of the SURTASS LEFA sonar deployment
{should it be deployed) =- THE FACT THAT TRHEY (AND THE CONTRACTING COMPANY, Marine
Acoustics Ine., WHO WROTE THE EIS, AT TAXPAYER EXFPENIE, ~— HAVE --— IN MY OQPINION =--
NAT MET MINIMAL STANDARDS IN DEALING WITH THE CHRIS REID COMPLAINT . It IS,
THEREFORE, DIFFICULT TO HAVE CONFPIDENCE AND TO BELIEVE THAT THE HAVY COR ITS LFA
sonay contractors, will carry out in competence or good faith their EIS stated
reguest and committment to use 4.FA =onar in the limited, Ysafety first™, manner.

o —-- 3} in My. Johnsen's Honolulu Advertiser column, heée writes, inn the llth
paragraph., " geveral other anti-LFA proponents also claimed to be injured by
amissions from LFA on March 8, 1998 Interesting, because the LFA system was LOT
transmitting that day™.

This is a tawdry and dishonest ploy te dismisx the iesue without dealing with the
substance of the complaint, as noted above. Without honesty in the response by Mr.
Johnson, it is @ven harder to trust him and the Navy's LFA sonar managers Lo Ccarry
out the program in a limited, "safety first"” manner which they claim in their
propesed plan is theldr intent.

Further, in this regard, Mr. Johnson, 1in +this golumn claims that the danger to
humans was thorgughly investigated by the Navy, but Ms. Rised, in sworn depositions
and in testimony at the public hearings in Honoluluy and Silver Sprxings, MD, related

chat KOT ONCE, in any mannar --— in over three years since her complaint —— did the
Navy even contact, much less axamins her, nor did the Navy respond o the
 deposition by the physician who examined her after the exposure. [In fact, given

rhe nearchess of the militory, generally, and the rest of the E1IS decuments, it is
surprising that almost all of the documents from Ms, Reid and others relative to her
complaints are shoddily copled such that that reading them is very, very difficult].

o =~=— 4) Additionally, Mr. Johason has described the whales as "things™ while at
the same time also claims that he cares much about harming them It was, I believe,
in the "60 Migutes 11", April 3 program -—- 1 Iesponse to 4 question about the
death of whales in the Bahammas imediately subsequent to & 1998 Mid—-Range Freguency
sonar test, that Mr. Johnson acknowledged that while there was net "scientific"
cause and effect evidenca or proof that sonar was responsible, he agreed that ithe
sonar test was the cnly possible reason that the whales ccould have been beached and/

or died that day. Mz. Johnson <called these highly intelligent mamals whoosa ear
drums ware ruptured afrer a sonar blast causing hemorage and death (as evidenced in
a sgcientific ateposy) —— “THINGS" —- later, apparently being cauticned by his press

officer, changing his descriprion to "CREAURES".

¢ %) Finally , in this regard, and overall, is a story with an AP by line pubklished
on page “23" of the Hnoluln Advertisex, alsg on Mayll, 2001 wherein reportedly "iom
paPuzza of the Wavy's Marine Mammals Program said there was no scientifice evidence
linking MNavy tests to whale beachings",

Thi= revised wersion by Navy represeéntatives would seem Lo be part of a
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disinformation and_propggandamcgmpaign in the press by the Navy, which raises a

questicon az to why the program for which the taxpayers have already baen billed over
200 million dollars is being pushed in such a menner to raise concerns such as those
expressed by President Dwight P. Eisenhower in his farewell "Military=Industrial-
Complex™ speech.

1 hope that you and the Department of the Navy will take the above concerns in the
respactful and serious manner in which they are submitted. I would heope, if
possikble, that you Or your representatives could respond to all of Tthe concerns
expreasad szhove.

Thank you wvery much for the opportunity te make these comments and for any
consideration t¢ their substance that you can provide.

Sincercely,

: 1
Willy Siegel Leventhal &/@% ;;;?’Q,Q _

r. o. Box 254



